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‘I’M HAVING A
GREAT TIME!’
Meet Elizabeth Main. The
65-year-old tried golf for the
first time this summer and,
weeks later, decided to join
her local golf club. She is, quite
simply, the poster girl for Get
into Golf, the new campaign by
the SGU. For info on how to get
involved, visit scottishgolf.org

‘Our membership is up 10% this year. 			 We are bucking the trend.’
North East club Buckpool has seen its membership increase 10% this year and 20%				

T

here must be something
in the water at Buckpool
Golf Club. That’s because
it is one of the few golf clubs
in Scotland that has grown
its membership the last two
years in a row.
“We’re wondering what the
hell we’re doing right,” John
Adam, the club’s secretary,
tells bunkered. “We are
nowhere near capacity but we
are bucking the trend.”
Figures show the club has
grown its membership by 10%
this year, and 20% last year,
numbers that are not exactly
commonplace in today’s
market. The reason for the
upturn has been helped, in
part, by the national junior
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strategy ClubGolf. A few years
ago, the club realised it had
no juniors coming through
the ranks, so joined with
ClubGolf to get more kids
involved. “We realised we had
to do something about it, and
now we have about 60 to
70 juniors. Some really good
ones have come through in
the past two years.”
The spin-off meant that
more parents, especially
mums, were dropping their
kids off at the club for their
lessons, with some standing
around watching but not
necessarily getting involved.
But thanks to Get into Golf,
a new initiative to get more
people playing the game

and run by the Scottish Golf
Union, that all changed and
the Buckie club was soon
swamped with enquiries.
In May, roving teaching
professional Robbie Stewart
took charge of the sessions
and oversaw a group of 14
ladies. “He seemed to click
with the group,” says John.
“Out of that group, only one or
two decided it wasn’t for them.
There’s another lady who we
can’t get off the course! About
eight or nine are now full
members.”
The club offered the ladies
a special promotion, at a
reduced rate, which went
down well.
One of the ladies who took

part in May and immediately
fell in love with the game
was Elizabeth Main, a former
family support social worker.
“I had seen an article in the
local paper, The Banffshire
Advertiser, saying there was
going to be coaching for
people who hadn’t played
golf, to introduce them to it.
I was thinking about taking
up golf anyway now that I’m
retired. I remember reading
the article and thinking, ‘That
would be good for me’. I put
my name down for it and that
was it,” says Elizabeth.
The 65-year-old has since
treated herself to a new set of
Ping Serene irons and woods.
“Everything I had before was

last year. But what, exactly, is the club doing to make it so appealing to golfers?
everybody else’s clubs, just to
see how I got on. So, I just got
myself some new clubs,” she
says. “I’m determined to get
the hang of it.”
She adds: “I don’t play
every day, because I’ve got to
fit other things into my life as
well. The ladies’ section is very
friendly and welcoming. They
have a list and if you want to
go out and play, you put your
name down and you get in
touch with them, then they go
out and play with you. They
are very welcoming. I’ve had
great fun.”
Elizabeth headed to her
first Get into Golf experience
in May and didn’t hang
about. She joined the club

the following month and now
has a handicap of 36. Her
husband, a former fisherman,
has been a full-time member
for a few years and plays off
14. Her son, Neil, is the course
record holder.

“There’s a really good team
here,” he says. “We’ve got
about half a dozen involved
and obviously we’d like
more, but the people we’ve
got are really good and
make an effort. We have a

‘It’s a small team here, about half
a dozen or so... but the people we’ve
got are really good.’
Club boss John says the
quality of the course - it is
rumoured to have the best
greens in Moray - is partly
why more people are taking
up memberships.

particular set-up where a lot
of members work offshore.
So, when they come back
onshore, all they want to do is
play golf.”
With that in mind, the club

realises it needs to meet the
demands of its members
and, as such, organises
competitions almost every
day. Medals are held
Monday, Wednesday
and Friday, with regular
competitions every week.
Seniors day on Tuesday is
also very busy, and the winter
period sees many local golfers
join for the winter period due
to the quality of the course at
that time of season.
“I think our club will grow,”
says John. “We don’t really do
any special offers. We’ve got
a really good reputation for
the quality of our course. Our
greenkeeper is very popular,
put it that way.”
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